
The Grand Canyon 
Photography Club 
will celebrate the 
holiday season with 
its annual party on 
Tuesday, December 
8th beginning at 7 
pm. at the Gmeiner 
Art and Cultural 
Center in Wellsboro, 
PA.  Members are 
asked to bring finger 
foods and snacks to 
share. The club will 
provide beverages.

Just in time for 
holiday shopping, 
Rob Colley, owner of Hoyer’s Photo Supply in 
Williamsport, will be bringing examples of new 
photographic items.  Following a family tradition  
of providing “everything photographic” since 1935, 
Rob opened the new Hoyer’s store on Washington 
Boulevard in February 2013.  Rob will be sharing some 
of the latest in cameras and accessories available at 
Hoyer’s.  

A highlight of the December meeting is a slide show 
of members’ favorite images taken throughout the 

year.  Ken Meyer will be putting together the show 
this year and he invites members to submit up to 
three of their favorite images taken in 2015.  Please 
send your digital images to critique@gcphotoclub.
org by December1st.  Set the longest side of each 
image to 1024 pixels. 

President Bruce Dart will pass the leadership of 
the club to Mia Lisa Anderson, who has been vice-
president for the last two years.

Plan to join us in 
viewing members’ 
favorite photos 
this year and in 
celebrating the 
season.

Merry 
Christmas 

and  
Happy 

Hanukkah!

Annual Holiday Festivities

      © Mia Lisa Anderson

       © Judith Giddings
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2015 Officers:
President:   Bruce Dart

Vice President:  Mia Lisa Anderson

Treasurer:  Gary Thompson

 Recording Secretary: David Ralph

 Corresponding Secretary:   
Judith Giddings

Directors: 
2015-2016:  Paul Bozzo, Suzan Richar

Committee 
Chairpersons:

Newsletter:   Judith Giddings

Membership:  Gary Thompson

 Exhibits:  Bruce Dart

Show: Nancy Bickham 

Publicity:  Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Bruce Dart

E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

President’s Message

There is a distinction between some of the very good images I have been 
fortunate to create in the past twelve months and my favorites.....and if I was 
to aspire to the “Create Twelve Masterpiece Images” in a year’s time that Ansel 
Adams advocated as a goal for us to improve, where do these rank in these 
categories?

Picking three favorites from the past year seems like a snap, many images from 
which to choose and I only have to pick three...right? Most of you know I often 
have trouble picking just one from any given theme each month. If I have 24 or 
even 36 contenders, how can I narrow that to just three? Of course at the end 
of the year each of us would want the rest of the club to see that we have made 
some great images and want only the best to be shown as a result of a year long 
effort.

Sometimes in the course of our travels and making images, we hit upon a 
meaningful experience that comes up with a memorable photo, for us at any 
rate, that may not rank up there as one of the “masterpieces.”  That would have 
to be a favorite.  Over decades of teaching photography I have advocated an 
adaptation of the “Picture is Worth a Thousand Words”  that urges one to translate 
a particular image into what it would say in words. Some snapshots, I maintain, 
translate like an early reading text for children. Thinking about what the image 
“says” offers another challenge to make things better. 

Eugene Smith and Steve Curray notwithstanding, I have never been a real fan 
of street photography or those which advance a social cause. Not that I don’t 
appreciate or respect that work; it’s not for me.

Every now and then, however, we hit on an image that strikes home for us. It 
probably doesn’t have a widespread audience other than, “that’s nice.”  Not many 
folks, other than alums of that school, have much interest in “campus” images 
no matter how good they are. Images I have created there over the past decade 
or so have created a following among that group,  but folks outside of that are 
inclined to say “So what!”

Once in a while we get lucky and have an image that is meaningful to us coincide 
with an artistic image that says something to other viewers. Isn’t that really our 
ultimate goal?  On my desk is one of those inspirational cards that reminds me 
“Remember the difference between looking and seeing.”

As my term of president for GCPC comes to an end, I share a parting thought:  
my grandfather took great delight in observing something that he knew I had 
walked past without “seeing” and often chided me to “Use your eyes to see!!”  
Keep looking, start seeing and 
keep clicking.

Bruce Dart

“Favorite”....     “Best” .....  “A Masterpiece??”

“Firetower View”    The notch in the distant hill right above the road used to be a 
firetower; it has been for many a decade just a clump of pines that are remnants 
of the old tower. My grandfather’s farm was just a few hundred yards from this 
view and we still have a family camp there. I helped him work the farm when I 
was in high school before there were houses there. Every Memorial Day we have 
a huge family gathering that enjoys this view. Many camp there for the weekend 
and get to enjoy, in addition to the fellowship, the sunrises, sunsets, storms and 
this general view as a reminder of “home.”
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Beginning Balance $1539.03

Cash IN 0.00

Cash OUT 0.00

Ending Balance $1539.03
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for November 2015

Minutes for November 10, 2015
President Bruce Dart Called the Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The slate of officers for 2016 presented by the nominating 
committee were elected by the members present.  Elected:

Officers:
Mia Lisa Anderson, President
David Ralph, Vice President
Gary Thompson, Treasurer
Paul Bozzo, Recording Secretary
Judith Giddings, Corresponding Secretary

Directors: 
2014-2016 (Previously elected) Suzan Richar
2016-2017 Ann Kamzelski /Kenneth Meyer

Committee Chairs:
Judith Giddings and Bruce Dart, Newsletter
Bruce Dart, Exhibits 
Lonny Frost, Publicity
Mia Lisa Anderson, Web-site
Gary Thompson, Membership

Suzan Richar nominated Gene LaFavor to the vacant director 
position for the remaining 2015-2016 term.  All nominees were 
unanimously elected.

Congratulations are extended from the Club for the excellent 
photographic print exhibit, at the Gmeiner, November 1-29, 
2015: “Down Winding Roads,” by Sam & Nancy McCaughey and 
Mia Lisa Anderson. This is very much a tribute to the wonders of 
Tioga County and its rich nature vistas.

The program was “The Role of Composition in Photography, 
Principles that Can Take your Photography to the Next Level,” 

presented by Ken Meyer. Ken packed a lot of principles and 
food for thought into his presentation, illustrated by his own 
photographic images.  Some questions and tips presented were: 
What kind of photographer are you? Don’t define yourself as a 
photographer too narrowly - shoot without prejudice. Making 
interesting photos involves principles of composition and the 
use of light. Placement of elements in the frame is essential, along 
with the control and elimination of distractions in the image. Use 
of gestalt principles can be effective, especially where the mind 
of the viewer has to complete the suggested image. Simplicity is 
key -- if one has to explain the photo, then it is not done well. Ken 
suggested Ben Willmore as a Photoshop and Lightroom expert 
to follow. John Shaw also is recommended, one of the foremost 
nature, outdoor and natural history photographers. Shaw said 
something like, when you see something you like, you should 
take a picture of it ( www.johnshawphoto.com ).

Ken quoted from and recommended a book by Art Wolfe, and a 
short Youtube video with Steve McCurry, of Afghan girl on the 
cover of National Geographic fame: The Art of the Photograph: 
Essential Habits for Stronger Compositions, by Art Wolfe and 
Rob Sheppard (Available on Amazon and at Art Wolfe.com). 
And, a pithy video, “9 Photo Composition Tips,” (featuring Steve 
McCurry), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M

Ken followed his program with an excellent 10-minute video 
collage of some of his best shots from the last several years.

Respectfully submitted,
David Ralph, Recording Secretary   

©Jan Keck

www.johnshawphoto.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M


4

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

Most of you know that I take a trip each year, with my friend Pam 
Sale, just for photography.  This year we decided to go the coast 
of Maine.  Jan Keck also came along for the first time.  Since 
Pam is a nurse and lives in Georgia, we usually plan these trips 
months in advance to get airplane schedules that are as close to 
each other as possible.  I do most of the planning, picking spots 
to go, places to stay and cars to rent.  I also bring a good map, 
tide charts and sunrise/sunset tables.  The one thing that I can’t 
plan ahead is the weather.  

As this year’s trip approached, it looked like we were going to 
have a miserable time because of a hurricane coming up the 
coast.  A week before we were to leave, the week was predicted 
to be rainy every day.  With my mind set on challenging 
conditions for picture-taking we set off. 

We all had some delays getting to Portland (Maine).  My idea 
of photographing the Nubble Light the afternoon of our arrival 
flew out the window.  Pam and I drove to the Portland Head 
Light while we were waiting for Jan’s delayed plane.  This gave 
us a chance to scout out locations and determine the driving 
time for sunrise.  We 
got some nice shots 
of the lighthouse 
that afternoon, but 
there were people 
crawling over the 
place like ants.  It 
would take a lot of 
Photoshop work 
to make it a nice 
printable image.  

We got up early 
the next morning 
and drove the 
l i g h t h o u s e , 
arriving about 30 
minutes prior to 
sunrise.  WOW!  
What a beautiful 
experience.  The 
dawn light was 
spectacular.  By the 
time the sun had come over the horizon, the color was mostly 
gone.  If we hadn’t been there early, we would have missed it.  
It sure pays to do a little research ahead of time and know the 
sunrise times, especially the nautical sunrise. 

The photo gods decided to smile at us as we sped off to Acadia 
National Park.  The clouds cleared as the hurricane veered out 

into the Atlantic.  
We did another 
sunrise at Otter 
Rocks, then went 
off to explore the 
park.  Pam is partial 
to path images, so 
one of our goals was 
to find a suitable 
place to get good 
shots.  The ranger 
recommended a place where the path is lined with birch trees.  
It was about a mile and a half hike, but we stopped along the 
way to take other shots.  We found the location and it was just 
like the ranger said it 
would be.  However, 
the sun was shining 
brightly, making 
the scene very high 
contrast.  We took 
a few shots and 
realized that we 
weren’t going to 
like the results.  We 
were about to leave 
when I noticed a 
cloud off to the 
north.  I watched 
it for a while and 
noticed that I was 
moving toward the 
sun.  I suggested 
that we wait for 
a while and see if 
would cover the 
sun.  It took almost 
30 minutes of waiting since it wasn’t very windy.  By this time we 
had scouted out some nice compositions for the path shot.  The 
cloud covered the sun and the clicking started.  It only lasted a 
few minutes, but that was plenty of time to get some really nice 
images of the path.

We spent several days in 
the area photographing 
the lighthouses, harbors, 
rocks and waves.  The 
weather continued to 
be wonderful.  Sitting 
on the rocks in the sun 
photographing the 

On the Road Again

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)
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waves splashing was delightful. 
We had hoped for some nice fall 
color, but that is another things 
that you can’t count on.  The 
day we left Acadia to head back 
to Portland we did find a nice 
spot with reflections of color in 
the water.  This was also the first 
day that we had rain.  We had 
hoped to get back to the Nubble 
Light (the one we missed the 
first day) and get some shots.  
It poured rain during the entire 
drive.  We got to the parking 
lot by the lighthouse and the 
rain had slowed to a drizzle.  We decided to get out our plastic 
bags (to cover the 
cameras) and try for 
some shots.  Just 
about the time we 
started shooting, 
the rain stopped.  
The conditions were 
very stormy, but we 
still got some nice 
photographs.  The 
minute we got back 

into the car, it started to rain again.  

Our trip turned out to be much better than any of us would 
have expected by the forecasts of the previous week and the 
flights home were seamless.  Sometimes you just need to trust 
that things will turn out and not get worked up about it.  I don’t 
know what we would have done for an entire week if it had been 
pouring rain, but didn’t need to find out.

Oh, and one last 
thing.  During the 
trip, Pam and Jan 
were taking “selfies” 
and sending them 
back to friends.  
This just made the 
trip even more 
enjoyable.  I have 
included a “selfie” 
that Jan took at 
Nubble Light.  Now 
we are planning where we want to go next year.

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

      ©Nancy Bickham

      ©Bruce Dart

http://photoartbyann.com
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   (Continued on Page 7)

November Critique: Autumn Color

©Kev Card

      ©Wolfram Jobst

©Mia Lisa Anderson

©Paul Bozzo

©Ann Kamzelski
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   (Continued on Page 8)

©Karin Meyer

©Russ Dodson

©Suzan Richar

©Judith Giddings

©David Ralph©Sharon Connolly
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   (Continued on Page 9)

©Bill Giddings

©Jane Snyder

©Gerald Bailey

©Lonny Frost

      ©Diane Cobourn
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©Sandy Foor ©Tawny Amarosa

©Gene LaFavor

©Gabrielle Knott

©Dwaine Gipe

©Carla Amarosa



10

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

GCPC  2015-2016 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

 
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro: December, Mia Lisa 
Anderson; January, open.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members. 

December 8 - Holiday Party; slideshow of 
members’ favorite 2015 photos 
FIRST QUARTER: COMPOSITION

January 12 - Mia Anderson,Visual Mass ; Critique 
Leader, Gary Thompson, Theme, Rule of Thirds.
February 9 - To Be Announced;  Critique Leader, 
Gary Thompson, Theme, Dark/Light, Light/Dark.
March 8 - Compositional Post Processing; Critique 
Leader, Gary Thompson, Theme, Compositional 
Guides (pick one): Framing, Balance, Repetition/
Patterns.
SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE

April 12  - Bruce Dart, Exposure Basics.

 
May 10  - Hands-on workshop, Exposure Situations, 
Everyone brings camera; no critique.
June 14   - Workshop at Ann Kamzelski’s, no 
critique.
THIRD QUARTER: LIGHT

July 12  - Gary Thompson, Introduction to 
Lighting, Types of Light.
August 9 - Bruce Dart, Flash Photography; Theme,  
Types of light (choose one): Backlighting, Side, 
Front.
September 13- Light Painting; Theme, Light As the 
Subject.
FOURTH QUARTER: SHUTTER SPEED

October 11- Shutter speed- What is it and what 
does it do?
November 8 - Year recap: We’ve learned all this. 
What else could we do?
December 13 -Holiday party; Member slideshow.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at 
the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

Ann Kamzelski, 
Dave Ralph, 

Linda Sichel, & 
Jerry Crawford 

guessed last month’s 
mystery: A lens cap.  

     ©Judith Giddings     ©Ann Kamzelski

What is this?  
Send your guess to 

wgiddings@epix.net

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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I was struck by the fantastic, low-angled light streaming through 
the brightly lit leaves of a “Red Maple” tree growing in a neighbor’s 
yard. I quickly realized that it was one of those magic moments so 
I shot about a dozen images of the enchanting red and soft gold 
colored foliage gently accented against the intense blue sky. I kept 
thinking as I worked that I was being “chased by the light” -  a 
book title from the spectacular work of the renowned Geographic 
Photographer, Jim Brandenburg.

I had to hand hold my camera since the light was changing so 
quickly and I moved around a fair amount to capture the different 
perspectives. I often work with a polarizer on my 18-300 mm 
zoom lens too including this day and used a shutter speed fast 
enough (1/320 second) to freeze any leaf motion and/or camera 
movement. The other settings used were an ISO of 200 and an 
aperture of f5.6 to restrict the depth of field. 

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Ken Meyer

I was out looking for autumn colors in the 
early morning hours along the Pine Creek 
Road (I believe it was Kennedy’s farm).  
The fog was nearly lifted in this area, but 
still lingered in the background, which 
drew me to the scene.  

I did a little cropping, increased saturation 
a little (I try not to get carried away with 
this), and sharpened.  The photo was 
taken with a telephoto zoom at about 
210mm focal length, ISO 400,  f/8, and 
1/250th second exposure (hand held).

Grazing in the Fog 
by Bob Bair

December 8 Meeting At a Glance
Holiday Party: Preview of products from Hoyer’s Photo

Slideshow of favorite photos from 2015 
Presented by Ken Meyer

Everyone brings snacks to share 
Beverages: Suzan Richar

©Jack Preston


